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(2) RELEVANT FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND
AGENCIES.—The term ‘‘relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies’” means—

(A) the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development;

(B) the Department of State;

(C) the Department of Defense;

(D) the Department of Homeland Security;
and

(E) any other department or agency speci-
fied by the President for purposes of this
Act.

(3) STAKEHOLDERS.—The term ‘‘stake-
holders’” means non-governmental and pri-
vate sector entities engaged in or affected by
conflict prevention and stabilization, peace
building, protection, security, transition ini-
tiatives, humanitarian response, or related
efforts.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SAVING FEDERAL DOLLARS
THROUGH BETTER USE OF GOV-
ERNMENT PURCHASE AND TRAV-
EL CARDS ACT OF 2017

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 169, S. 1099.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 1099) to provide for the identifica-
tion and prevention of improper payments
and the identification of strategic sourcing
opportunities by reviewing and analyzing the
use of Federal agency charge cards.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Carper
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to, the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 771) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make a technical correction)

On page 5, beginning on line 6, strike ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration Office of
Charge Card Management’ and insert ‘‘the
General Services Administration”.

The bill (S. 1099), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 1099

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Saving Fed-
eral Dollars Through Better Use of Govern-
ment Purchase and Travel Cards Act of
2017,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) IMPROPER PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘im-
proper payment’ has the meaning given the
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term in section 2 of the Improper Payments
Information Act of 2002 (31 U.S.C. 3321 note).

(2) QUESTIONABLE TRANSACTION.—The term
‘‘questionable transaction’ means a charge
card transaction that from initial card data
appears to be high risk and may therefore be
improper due to non-compliance with appli-
cable law, regulation or policy.

(3) STRATEGIC SOURCING.—The term ‘‘stra-
tegic sourcing’’ means analyzing and modi-
fying a Federal agency’s spending patterns
to better leverage its purchasing power, re-
duce costs, and improve overall performance.
SEC. 3. EXPANDED USE OF DATA ANALYTICS.

(a) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator for General Services, shall develop a
strategy to expand the use of data analytics
in managing government purchase and travel
charge card programs. These analytics may
employ existing General Services Adminis-
tration capabilities, and may be in conjunc-
tion with agencies’ capabilities, for the pur-
pose of—

(1) identifying examples or patterns of
questionable transactions and developing en-
hanced tools and methods for agency use in—

(A) identifying questionable purchase and
travel card transactions; and

(B) recovering improper payments made
with purchase and travel cards;

(2) identifying potential opportunities for
agencies to further leverage administrative
process streamlining and cost reduction from
purchase and travel card use, including addi-
tional agency opportunities for card-based
strategic sourcing;

(3) developing a set of purchase and travel
card metrics and benchmarks for high-risk
activities, which shall assist agencies in
identifying potential emphasis areas for
their purchase and travel card management
and oversight activities, including those re-
quired by the Government Charge Card
Abuse Prevention Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-194); and

(4) developing a plan, which may be based
on existing capabilities, to create a library
of analytics tools and data sources for use by
Federal agencies (including inspectors gen-
eral of those agencies).

SEC. 4. GUIDANCE ON IMPROVING INFORMATION
SHARING TO CURB IMPROPER PAY-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator of General Services and the inter-
agency charge card data management group
established under section 5, shall issue guid-
ance on improving information sharing by
government agencies for the purposes of sec-
tion 3(a)(1).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The guidance issued under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) require relevant officials at Federal
agencies to identify high-risk activities and
communicate that information to the appro-
priate management levels within the agen-
cies;

(2) require that appropriate officials at
Federal agencies review the reports issued by
charge card-issuing banks on questionable
transaction activity (such as purchase and
travel card pre-suspension and suspension re-
ports, delinquency reports, and exception re-
ports), including transactions that occur
with high-risk activities, and suspicious tim-
ing or amounts of cash withdrawals or ad-
vances;

(3) provide for the appropriate sharing of
information related to potential question-
able transactions, fraud schemes, and high-
risk activities with the General Services Ad-
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ministration and the appropriate officials in
Federal agencies;

(4) consider the recommendations made by
Inspectors General or the best practices In-
spectors General have identified; and

(5) include other requirements determined
appropriate by the Director for the purposes
of carrying out this Act.

SEC. 5. INTERAGENCY CHARGE CARD DATA MAN-
AGEMENT GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator of
General Services and the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget shall estab-
lish a purchase and travel charge card data
management group to develop and share best
practices for the purposes described in sec-
tion 3(a).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The best practices devel-
oped under subsection (a) shall—

(1) cover rules, edits, and task order or
contract modifications related to charge
card-issuing banks;

(2) include the review of accounts payable
information and purchase and travel card
transaction data of agencies for the purpose
of identifying potential strategic sourcing
and other additional opportunities (such as
recurring payments, utility payments, and
grant payments) for which the charge cards
or related payment products could be used as
a payment method; and

(3) include other best practices as deter-
mined by the Administrator and Director.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The purchase and travel
charge card data management group shall
meet regularly as determined by the co-
chairs, for a duration of three years, and in-
clude those agencies as described in section
2 of the Government Charge Card Abuse Pre-
vention Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-194) and
others identified by the Administrator and
Director.

SEC. 6. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION RE-
PORT.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator for General Services shall submit a re-
port to Congress on the implementation of
this Act, including the metrics used in deter-
mining whether the analytic and
benchmarking efforts have reduced, or con-
tributed to the reduction of, questionable or
improper payments as well as improved uti-
lization of card-based payment products.

(b) AGENCY REPORTS AND CONSOLIDATED RE-
PORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the head of each Federal agency described in
section 2 of the Government Charge Card
Abuse Prevention Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-194) shall submit a report to the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget on
that agency’s activities to implement this
Act.

(c) OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Director of the
Office of Management and Budget shall sub-
mit to Congress a consolidated report of
agency activities to implement this Act,
which may be included as part of another re-
port submitted to Congress by the Director.

(d) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL SAVINGS OPPOR-
TUNITIES.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of General Services shall submit
a report to Congress identifying and explor-
ing further potential savings opportunities
for government agencies under the Federal
charge card programs. This report may be
combined with the report required under
subsection (a).
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 28,

2017, AS ‘“HONORING THE NA-
TION’S FIRST RESPONDERS
DAY”

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 183, S. Con. Res.
15.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 15)
expressing support for the designation of Oc-
tober 28, 2017, as ‘‘Honoring the Nation’s
First Responders Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution, which had been reported
from the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs, with
an amendment, as follows:

(The part of the concurrent resolu-
tion intended to be stricken is shown
in boldface brackets and the part of the
concurrent resolution intended to be
inserted is shown in italics.)

S. CON. RES. 15

Whereas first responders include profes-
sional and volunteer fire, police, emergency
medical technician, and paramedic workers
in the United States;

Whereas there are more than 25,300,000 first
responders in the United States working to
keep communities safe;

Whereas first responders deserve to be rec-
ognized for their commitment to safety, de-
fense, and honor; and

Whereas October 28, 2017, would be an ap-
propriate day to establish as ‘‘Honoring the
Nation’s First Responders Day’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That [the Senatel
Congress—

(1) supports the designation of October 28,
2017, as ‘‘Honoring the Nation’s First Re-
sponders Day’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions
of first responders; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Honoring the Nation’s
First Responders Day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities that promote aware-
ness of the contributions of first responders
in the United States.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be agreed
to, the concurrent resolution, as
amended, be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 15), as amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, with its preamble, reads as follows:
S. CON. RES. 15

Whereas first responders include profes-
sional and volunteer fire, police, emergency
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medical technician, and paramedic workers
in the United States;

Whereas there are more than 25,300,000 first
responders in the United States working to
keep communities safe;

Whereas first responders deserve to be rec-
ognized for their commitment to safety, de-
fense, and honor; and

Whereas October 28, 2017, would be an ap-
propriate day to establish as ‘‘Honoring the
Nation’s First Responders Day’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the designation of October 28,
2017, as ‘‘Honoring the Nation’s First Re-
sponders Day’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions
of first responders; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Honoring the Nation’s
First Responders Day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities that promote aware-
ness of the contributions of first responders
in the United States.

————

FACILITATING CONSTRUCTION OF
A BRIDGE ON CERTAIN PROP-
ERTY IN CHRISTIAN COUNTY,
MISSOURI

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 192, S. 810.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 810) to facilitate construction of
a bridge on certain property in Christian
County, Missouri, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works,
with an amendment to strike all after
the enacting clause and insert in lieu
thereof the following:

SECTION 1. RIVERSIDE BRIDGE PROJECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Riverside Bridge Project
is authorized to be carried out notwith-
standing—

(1) any agreement entered unto under, or re-
striction pursuant to, section 404(b)(2) of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c(b)(2)); or

(2) any easement or other Federal restriction
pursuant to that Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) that
requires the covered property to be maintained
for open space, recreation, or wetland manage-
ment.

(b) CONDITIONS.—As a condition of the au-
thorization under subsection (a)—

(1) Christian County, Missouri, or an assignee
shall—

(A) carry out the Riverside Bridge Project in
a manner that ensures that no flood damage at-
tributable to the Project occurs; and

(B) be liable for any such flood damage that
does occur; and

(2) the Federal Government shall not be liable
for future flood damage that is caused by the
Project.

(¢) DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROHIBITED.—No fu-
ture disaster assistance from any Federal source
may be provided with respect to the covered
property or any improvements thereon.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act, the following
definitions apply:

(1) COVERED PROPERTY.—The term ‘‘covered
property’ means the property—

(4) in Christian County, Missouri;

(B) conveyed to such County by the Riverside
Inn, Inc.; and
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(C) that is approximately 1.5 acres and 482
lineal feet adjacent to the westerly line of River-
side Road to the center of Finley Creek.

(2) RIVERSIDE BRIDGE PROJECT.—The term
“Riverside Bridge Project’” means the project to
construct, maintain, and operate a bridge on
and over the covered property.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be considered and agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 810), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

THE AMERICAN LEGION 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 1182 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 1182) to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint commemorative coins
in recognition of the 100th anniversary of
The American Legion.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous
consent that the Young amendment at
the desk be considered and agreed to,
and the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 772) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To improve the bill)

In section 7(d), in the subsection heading,
strike ““GAO AUDIT” and insert ‘“AUDIT”.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall it pass?

The bill (S. 1182), as amended, was
passed, as follows:

S. 1182

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as ‘“The American
Legion 100th Anniversary Commemorative
Coin Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
The Congress finds that—
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